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3.  To  the   troops  being dispersed, kept  in petty  de-
tachments, and never exercised as a whole, except when
they are encamped, where, even then, they are disciplined
by detail.

4.  To the  very great inferiority of the officers.   The
corps of captains forms the  soul of the   Prussian   army,
and, at the same time, is the  disgrace of the   Austrian,
etc.

It is generally affirmed that, should tlie two nations go
to war, there is little doubt concerning which would have
the advantage; that there is no equality between them,
even supposing their generals to be equal; and that the
contest most certainly would be favorable to the Prussians,
during the first campaign. But this equality of generals
is not true. Laudon, though still vigorous, cannot wear
much longer. Besides that, he has often said he never
would command an army, unless at the distance of four
hundred miles from the Emperor. The abilities of Lacy
are suspected, though he enjoys the entire confidence of
Joseph II., and, as it is rumored, has rendered himself
singularly necessary, by the complication * of the military
machine. No commander in the Austrian army can con-
tend against the Duke of Brunswick, nor even against
Kalcreuth, or Moellendorf.

Persons who have come very lately from Russia affirm
that the Empress is in good health and that ERMENOW
has obliterated her long sorrows for the death of LANSKOL
It is also said that Belsborotko gains ground upon Potem-
kin, but of this I more than doubt.

I have no belief in the facility with which the fifth
dispatch may be deciphered. I think that, in general,
the ciphers have rather been conjectured than divined.
The way by which they are commonly known is the
official communication of writings, which is made from
one Court to another, and, which the Minister has some-
times the ill address to send without his accustomed
cipher, on a known day. This is a quicksand of which
I am not in danger. It is necessary, however, to have a
variety of ciphers, and I entreat you will not neglect any
occasion of sending me some that are new and more
complete. three-fourths of the soldiers are never
